264              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

Meanwhile fresh batches of convicts were constantly
arriving from England, and there soon became a really
desperate need to push further to the interior for good farming
and grazing. But always to the west that long line of rocky
heights, which in the distance had a deep bluish haze, from
which they were naturally given the name of the Blue Moun-
tains, defied every attempt to extend the convict colonies
beyond that boundary. Time after time some daring fellow, with
the lust of liberty in his heart, gave the slip to the guards, and
struggled to force a track ' over the hills and far away,' but
time after time such a man came back, torn, bruised, and
emaciated, to take his lashes and tell the story of his desperate
adventures on rocky heights above clean-cut precipices that
seemed without a pass or ledge that might be crossed by any
mortal creature.

Not only were escaped prisoners baffled by the Blue Moun-
tains : the same fate befell the official surveyors sent out by
Governor Phillip and his successors with all the advantages
of properly-equipped expeditions. They, too, came back
despairingly to describe what seemed to them the hopelessly
impassable hills blocking their path with enormous sandstone
walls, which not even a monkey could scale, rising and falling
into jagged, saw-like ridges and rocky valleys at the bottom
of sheer precipices, beyond which rose again enormous peaks
and vast boulders, grim, forbidding, and unassailable*

At .length, in 1814, three adventurous young men named
Gregory Blaxland, Lieutenant W. Law son, and William
Charles Wentworth, made a determined resolve to get across
the Blue Mountains, if it were humanly possible, They set
out from the Emu Plains and scaled one of the highest ridges.
Below them were deep gorges, impossible to descend or cross,
not only on account of their perilous steepness, but because
they formed the beds of rushing little torrents produced
during the rainy season. Undaunted, however, they pushed
on to the bend of the gorge, forcing their way through tangled
_~ bushes "and'through ravines so narrow that sometimes they